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1
METHOD AND DEVICE FOR STORING AND
DECODING HYBRID AUTOMATIC REPEAT
REQUEST TRANSMISSION BLOCK

This application claims the benefit of People’s Republic of
China application Serial No. 201220370164 X, filed Jul. 27,
2012, the subject matter of which is incorporated herein by
reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates in general to a wireless communica-
tion technique, and more particularly to a method and a device
for storing and decoding a hybrid automatic repeat request
(HARQ) transmission block.

2. Description of the Related Art

In a communication system, a cyclic redundancy check
(CRC) is usually performed at a reception end to check
whether received data is intact and correct. The transmission
end then needs to re-transmit the data if the received data is
erroneous. To maintain or further enhance reception perfor-
mance, instead of discarding previous data blocks containing
decoding errors, the reception end usually stores soft infor-
mation of the data blocks so that the previous data blocks can
be readily combined with the re-transmitted data blocks.

However, a memory is required for storing the soft infor-
mation ofthe previous data blocks containing decoding errors
at the reception end, implying that additional costs are
needed. Further, the costs for the memory at the reception end
increase as the memory capacity expands. Therefore, there is
a need for a solution for reducing memory costs for data
re-transmission.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention is directed to a method and a device for
storing and decoding a hybrid automatic repeat request
(HARQ) transmission block. With the method and device, not
only a capacity of a buffer is reduced but also utilization
efficiency of the buffer is enhanced.

According to an aspect the present invention, a method for
storing an HARQ transmission block is provided. The
method comprises steps of: obtaining the HARQ transmis-
sion block during a downlink signal transmission, wherein
the transmission block comprises at least one code block; and
storing the code block of the at least one code block that
cannot be correctly decoded to a divided storage space of a
buffer, wherein the storage space of the buffer is dynamically
divided in a unit of code blocks.

According to another aspect of the present invention, a
method for decoding an HARQ transmission block is pro-
vided. The method comprises steps of: obtaining the HARQ
transmission block during a downlink signal transmission,
wherein the transmission block comprises at least one code
block; storing the code block in the at least one code block
that cannot be correctly decoded to a divided storage space of
a buffer, and recording starting addresses of the code block
stored the first time and the second time in the storage space
of the buffer, wherein the storage space of the buffer is
dynamically divided in a unit of code blocks; after obtaining
a bit of the code block transmitted the third time, obtaining
bits of the code block stored the first time and the second time
according to the recorded starting addresses of the code block
stored the first time and the second time in the storage space
of the buffer; combining the bits of the code block stored the
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first time and the second time with the bit of the code block
transmitted the third time in a pack buffer to decode the code
block.

According to another aspect of the present invention, a
device for decoding an HARQ transmission block is pro-
vided. The device comprises: a first obtaining module, for
obtaining the HARQ transmission block during a downlink
signal transmission, wherein the transmission block com-
prises at least one code block; a storage module, for storing
the code block of the at least one code block that cannot be
decoded into a divided stored space of a buffer, wherein the
storage space of the buffer is dynamically divided in a unit of
code blocks.

In summary, in the present invention, an HARQ transmis-
sion block during a downlink signal transmission is obtained,
wherein the transmission block comprises at least code block.
The code block that cannot be correctly decoded is then stored
into a divided storage space of a buffer, with the storage space
of the buffer being dynamically divided in a unit of code
blocks. Through the above method of dynamically dividing
the storage space of the buffer in a unit of code blocks, the
issue of correctly decoded code blocks occupying valuable
storage spaces in a conventional solution of dividing the
storage space in a unit of transmission blocks is prevented,
thereby reducing the capacity required by the buffer while
also enhancing utilization efficiency of the buffer.

The above and other aspects of the invention will become
better understood with regard to the following detailed
description of the preferred but non-limiting embodiments.
The following description is made with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a flowchart of a method for storing an HARQ
transmission block according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a method for storing an HARQ
transmission block according to another embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a storage space required
by a conventional code block to be applied with a method for
storing an HARQ transmission block according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of a storage space required
by an optimized code block in a method for storing an HARQ
transmission block according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of a storage space required
by a conventional method with a limitation of speed matching
to be applied with a method for storing an HARQ transmis-
sion block according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of a storage space required
by an optimized code block a limitation of speed matching in
a method for storing an HARQ transmission block according
to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of a transmission for bits of
a transmission code block from a memory of a transmission
end.

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of a buffer having stored two
times in a method for storing an HARQ transmission block
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram of a combination situation in
a pack buffer in a method for storing an HARQ transmission
block according to an embodiment of the present invention.
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FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram of a transmission of bits of
a code block from a buffer of a transmission end with a
limitation of speed matching.

FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram of a storage situation of a
buffer having stored two times with a limitation of speed
matching in a method for storing an HARQ transmission
block according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a schematic diagram of a combination situation
in a pack buffer with a limitation of speed matching in a
method for storing an HARQ transmission block according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a schematic diagram of comparing a method for
storing an HARQ transmission block of the present invention
with the prior art.

FIG. 14 is a flowchart of a method for decoding an HARQ
transmission block according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 15 is a flowchart of a method for decoding an HARQ
transmission block according to another embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 16 is ablock diagram of a device for storing an HARQ
transmission block according to another embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 17 is a block diagram of a device for decoding an
HARQ transmission block according to another embodiment
of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The Long-Term Evolution (LTE) specifications define five
types of user equipments. The number of soft bits that can be
stored by the buffers of the five user equipments are as shown
in Table-1.

TABLE 1

Number of soft bits that can be stored in buffers of user equipments

Type of user equipment

Number of soft bits (N,z)
Category 1 250368
Category 2 1237248
Category 3 1237248
Category 4 1827072
Category 5 3667200

In the LTE specifications, the size of the storage space and
the number of transmission blocks that can be stored in the
storage space required for storing each HARQ transmission
block are as the equation below:

B Niost
Ko -min(Mpy, yargs Mimir)

Nir

In the above equation, N, represents the size of the storage
space of the HARQ buffer for each transmission; N, is the
size specified in Table-1, K, ., represents a coefficient cor-
responding to the transmission mode, and equals 2 if the
transmission mode is a space multiplexing transmission
mode or equals 1 if the transmission mode is a transmission
mode other than the space multiplexing transmission mode;
M,,,,.., is a constant value 9, My, g,z is the maximum num-
ber of downlink HARQ processes, and is dependent on con-
figurations of time-division double (TDD) uplink/downlink
(UL/DL), as shown in Table-2.
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TABLE 2

Relationship between TDD UL/DL configurations and Mp; 4RO

TDD UL/DL configuration Mpr_ maro
0 4
1 7
2 10
3 9
4 12
5 15
6 6

More specifically, the user equipment divides the storage
space of the HARQ bufter into eight parts. In practice, when
the TDD UL/DL configuration is 5, i.e., when the maximum
number of the HARQ processes is 15, a situation of no avail-
able storage space for storing error codewords may occur.

Each transmission block in the LTE transmission includes
1 to 13 code blocks, each of which has a respective CRC for
checking whether the corresponding code block is correctly
decoded. Thus, in certain transmission blocks, it is possible
that some code blocks are corrected decoded whereas others
are incorrectly decoded. In an approach of designating the
buffer according to transmission blocks, the correctly
decoded code blocks also occupy valuable storage spaces.

To fully utilize the storage space of a buffer, in the present
invention, the buffer is dynamically divided in a unit of code
blocks, so as to significantly increase the utilization efficiency
of the buffer.

Details of the embodiments of the present invention shall
be described with the accompanying drawings below.

FIGS. 1 and 2 are flowcharts of a method for storing an
HARQ transmission block according to an embodiment of
the present invention. The method comprises the steps below.

If a storage space of a buffer is dynamically divided in a
unit of code blocks before obtaining code blocks in a trans-
mission block, the method comprises step S101 but not S103.
If a storage space of a buffer is dynamically divided in a unit
of code blocks after obtaining code blocks in a transmission
block, the method comprises step S103 but not S101.

In step S101, before obtaining code blocks in a transmis-
sion block, a storage space of a buffer is dynamically divided
in a unit of a largest code block. That is, before obtaining the
code blocks in the transmission block, instead of utilizing a
unit of transmission blocks, the storage space of the buffer is
dynamically divided in a unit of the largest code block.

More specifically, in step S101, a first storage space of the
buffer is divided and assigned to a system bit of each code
block, and, according to communication environment condi-
tions, it is determined whether to dynamically divide and
assign a second storage space of the buffer to a verification bit
of each code block. The size of the first storage space is the
size of the largest code block. The verification bit comprises
a first verification bit and a second verification bit.

In a communication system, a reception end requires the
system bit, and the verification bit serves for only protection
purposes. In a transmission end, the system bit is transmitted
in the first HARQ transmission, and the verification bit is
transmitted in a re-transmission. Decoding cannot be per-
formed with only the verification bit, and so the reception end
needs to combine the re-transmitted verification bit and the
system bit transmitted in the first transmission to perform
decoding.

Thus, the first storage space of the buffer is divided and
assigned to the system bit of each code block, i.e., the storage
space having the size of the largest code block is divided and
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assigned. Further, it is determined whether to dynamically
divide and assign the second storage space of the buffer to the
verification bit of each code block.

The second storage space dynamically changes. If commu-
nication channel conditions are satisfactory, the verification
bit is not required. At this point, the size of the second storage
bit may be 0. That is, the system bit of the code block is stored
in the first storage space, and the buffered code block can then
be deleted once it is detected that the code block is correctly
decoded without further dividing and assigning the second
storage space of the buffer to the verification bit of the code
block. In contrast, a greater number of verification bits are
preferred for inadequate communication channel conditions.
Atthis point, the second storage space of the buffer is divided
and assigned to the verification bit of the code block. In one
situation, the size of the second storage space is twice of that
of the first storage space, and the storage space of the first
verification bit equals that of the second storage space, i.e.,
the storage spaces of the first verification bit and the second
verification bit are equal to the size of the first storage space,
respectively. As such, the first verification bit and the second
verification bit both have sufficient storage spaces.

However, as the sizes of the code blocks of different trans-
mission blocks may be different in actual transmissions, simi-
lar to the approach of N, if the buffer is divided before
obtaining the code blocks of the transmission block, the stor-
age space divided and assigned to the code block also needs to
be sufficient for storing the largest code block when dividing
the buffer in a unit of code blocks. It should be noted that, if
the storage space of the buffer is divided in a unit of the largest
code block, the total number of code blocks storable in the
buffer is less than the number of code blocks in the solution
based on transmission blocks.

For example, assuming that a user equipment is Category
3, atotal number of storable channel bits is 1237248, the TDD
UL/DL configuration is 5, and K., is equal to 1. Thus,
N,z=154656, and so a total number of 8*13=104 code blocks
can be stored. In the solution based on code blocks, the size of
the storage space required by each code block is
3*%6144=18432, and so 67 code blocks can be stored.
Wherein, the size of each code block is 0 to 6144.

To solve the above problem, the size of the storage space
for each code block needs to be reduced if the number of
usable code blocks is to be increased. Thus, if the size of the
second storage space is twice of that of the first storage space
and the storage space of'the first verification bit is equal to that
of'the second verification bit, the storage space for each code
block can be reduced. In a preferred embodiment, the sizes of
the first verification bit and the second verification bit are a
half of the size of the first storage space, respectively.

Assuming that the size of each code block is KW, the
storage space assigned by a conventional solution for buffer-
ing each code block is 3*KW, as shown in FIG. 3. The size of
the storage space can actually be reduced. For example, as
shown in FIG. 4, the size of the storage space for the system
bit (S) is KW, whereas the sizes of the first and second veri-
fication bits (p1 and p2) are KW/2, respectively, i.e., the size
of the second storage space is KW. As such, the size of the
storage space for storing each code block in the buffer is
2*KW, with a V4 space reduction.

For another example, as shown in FIG. 5, assume that the
storage size assigned to each code block is 2.5%*KW due to a
limitation of speed matching. The size of the storage space
can also actually be reduced. For example, as shown in FIG.
6, for the system bit (S), the size of the storage space is KW,
whereas the sizes of the first and second verification bits (p1
and p2) are KW/2, respectively, i.e., the size of the second
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storage space is KW. As such, the size of the storage space for
storing each code block in the buffer is 2*KW, with a /5 space
reduction.

In step S102, an HARQ transmission block during a down-
link signal transmission is obtained. The transmission block
comprises at least one code block.

A downlink signal refers to a signal that a base station
transmits to a user equipment. The HARQ is a hybrid solution
of Automatic Repeat Request (ARQ) and Froward Error Cor-
rection (FEC). Data communication is initially developed
through wired networks, and generally requires a larger band-
width and a higher transmission quality. For wired connec-
tions, the reliability of data transmission is realized through
re-transmission. When a previous transmission attempt fails,
re-transmitted data is requested to be divided—such trans-
mission mechanism is referred to as ARQ. In a wireless
transmission environment, the channel transmission quality
may be degraded due to channel noises and attenuation
caused by mobility as well as interferences from other users,
and so data need to be divided into groups for protection and
suppressing various interferences. Such protection is mainly
achieved by FEC to transmit additional bits in the groups.
However, excessive FEC may reduce transmission efficiency.
Therefore, the HARQ technique combining the ARQ and the
FEC is proposed. The HARQ technique satisfyingly compen-
sates the effects brought by time variants of wireless mobile
channels and multi-path attenuations upon signal transmis-
sion, and is one of the critical techniques future 3G LTE
systems.

A transmission block usually comprises 1 to 13 code
blocks, each of which has an own CRC code for checking
whether the code block is corrected decoded, such that some
code blocks in a transmission block are corrected decoded
whereas others are incorrectly decoded.

In step S103, after obtaining the code blocks in the trans-
mission block, the storage space of the buffer is dynamically
divided in a unit of code blocks that cannot be correctly
decoded. That is, after obtaining the code blocks in the trans-
mission block, instead of utilizing a unit of transmission
blocks, the storage space of the buffer is dynamically divided
in a unit of code blocks that currently cannot be correctly
decoded.

More specifically, in step S103, the first storage space of
the buffer is divided and assigned to the system bit of each
code block that currently cannot be correctly decoded, and,
according to the communication environment, it is deter-
mined whether to dynamically divide and assign the second
storage space of the buffer to the verification bit of each code
block that currently cannot be correctly decoded. The size of
the first storage space is equal to the size of the code blocks
that currently cannot be correctly decoded. The verification
bit comprises the first verification bit and the second verifi-
cation bit.

If communication channel conditions are inadequate, a
greater number of verification bits are preferred. At this point,
the second storage space of the buffer is divided and assigned
to the verification bit of the code block. In one situation, the
size of the second storage space is twice of that of the first
storage space, and the storage space of the first verification bit
is equal to that of the second storage space, i.c., the storage
spaces of the first verification bit and the second verification
bit are equal to the size of the first storage space, respectively.
As such, the first verification bit and the second verification
bit both have sufficient storage spaces. In another situation,
the size of the second storage space is smaller than twice of
that of the first storage space, and the storage space of the first
verification bit is equal to that of the second verification bit. In
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a preferred embodiment, the sizes of the first and second
verification bits are a half of the size of the first storage space,
respectively.

Variations and modifications for dynamically dividing the
storage space of the buffer in a unit of code blocks in other
embodiments can be easily appreciated by a person having
ordinary skill in the art, and shall be omitted herein.

In step S104, the code block of the at least one code block
that cannot be correctly decoded is stored into the divided
storage space of the buffer. The storage space of the buffer is
dynamically divided in a unit of code blocks. That is, the code
block in the transmission block that cannot be correctly
decoded is stored to the divided storage block of the buffer.

Due alimited number of re-transmission, the bit of the code
block that cannot be correctly decoded from the first recep-
tion and the bit of the code block from the second reception
are stored into the storage space of the buffer. The bit of the
code block from the third reception, rather than storing to the
storage space of the buffer when received, is directly com-
bined with the bits of the code from the first and second
receptions (the system bit, the first verification bit and/or the
second verification bit) in a pack buffer for further decoding.

In step S105, starting addresses of the code block stored the
first time and the second time in the storage space of the buffer
are recorded.

The first transmission from the transmission end comprises
all system bits of the code block, and the bits included in
subsequent transmissions are determined according to actual
circumstances. For example, the first verification bit of the
code block is transmitted in the second transmission, and the
second verification bit is transmitted in the third transmission.
Alternatively, a part of the first verification bit and a part of the
second verification bit are transmitted in the second transmis-
sion, and a part of the first verification bit and a part of the
second verification bit are transmitted in the third transmis-
sion. The bits transmitted by the first and second transmis-
sions are stored in the storage space of the buffer at the
reception end, and correspond to the bits of the code block
stored the first time and the second time in the storage space
of the buffer.

It the size of the second storage space is smaller than twice
of' the size of the first storage space, the starting addresses of
the code block stored or the first time and the second time in
the storage space of the buffer are recorded to facilitate sub-
sequent processes of combining, decoding and speed match-
ing.

In step S106, the bit of the code block from the third
transmission is obtained. That is, when the transmission end
transmits the bit of the code block for the third time, the
reception end obtains the bit of the code block that is trans-
mitted for the third time.

In step S107, the bits of the code block stored the first time
and the second time are obtained according to the recorded
starting addresses of the code block stored the first time and
the second time in the storage space of the buffer. That is,
according to the recorded starting addresses of the bit stored
the first time and the second time in the storage space of the
buffer, the bits of the code block stored the first time and the
second time are obtained.

In step S108, the obtained bits of the code block stored the
first time and the second time and the obtained bit of the code
block transmitted the third time are combined in the pack
buffer to decode the code block.

A pack buffer is a dynamic buffer utilized by the current
data block, and is an independent buffer from the abovemen-
tioned buffer. The obtained bits of the code stored the first
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time and the second time and the obtained bit of the code
transmitted the third time are combined in the pack buffer to
decode the code block.

FIG. 7 shows a schematic diagram of a transmission of a bit
of a code transmitted from a buffer of the transmission end
when the code is transmitted for three times. As shown in FIG.
7, the first transmission T1 comprises the system bit of the
code block, and subsequent transmission may include con-
tents determined according to actual circumstances. FIG. 8
shows abuffer in a user equipment after a reception end stores
for two times. In FIG. 8, blank frames are bits stored the first
time, and shaded frames are bits stored the second time. In the
above second transmission, assuming that RV=3, a corre-
sponding position in the buffer is expectedly at a rear section
in FIG. 8. However, it is to be noted that, the storage space
divided and assigned to the first verification bit and the second
verification bit is only KW/2. Thus, the positions of the bits
stored the first two times need to be relocated to a front
section, and the corresponding starting addresses of the bits
stored in the first two times are recorded, so as to facility the
future combination of the bits and speed matching. FIG. 9
shows a combination situation in a pack buffer in a third
transmission. Referring to FIG. 9, although the buffer is not
assigned with a 3*K'W storage space, no bits are discarded as
thus no performance loss is resulted.

FIG. 10 shows a schematic diagram of a transmission of a
bit of a code transmitted from a buffer of the transmission end
when the code is transmitted for three times with a limitation
of'speed matching. As shown in FI1G. 10, the first transmission
T1 comprises all the system bits of the code block, and sub-
sequent transmission may include contents determined
according to actual circumstances. FIG. 11 shows a buffer in
auser equipment after a reception end stores for two times. In
FIG. 11, blank frames are bits stored the first time, and shaded
frames are bits stored the second time. In the above second
transmission, assuming that RV=3, a corresponding position
in the buffer is expectedly at a rear section in FIG. 11. How-
ever, it is to be noted that, the storage space divided and
assigned to the first verification bit and the second verification
bit is only KW/2. Thus, the positions of the bits stored the first
two times need to be relocated to a front section, and the
corresponding starting addresses of the bits stored in the first
two times are recorded, so as to facility the future combina-
tion of the bits and speed matching. Referring to the combi-
nation situation in the pack buffer during the third transmis-
sion as shown in FIG. 12, although the bufter is not assigned
with a 2.5¥*KW storage space, no bits are discarded and thus
no performance loss is resulted.

FIG. 13 shows a schematic diagram of comparing a method
for storing an HARQ transmission block of the present inven-
tion with a technique of the prior art. Assume that a user
equipment is Category 3, the channel type is EVA70, the TDD
UL/DL configuration is 5, a modem is modulated by 16 QAM
with one transmission and two reception antennas, and a
coding rate is 0.93. As such, the size of a transmission block
is {25456, 0, 0, 25456, 25456, 0, 0, 25456, 25456, 25456}
With the same-sized buffer utilized by both the present inven-
tion and the conventional technique, it is clearly observed
from FIG. 13 that the throughput of the present invention is
remarkably increased.

In summary, in the present invention, an HARQ transmis-
sion block during a downlink signal transmission is obtained,
wherein the transmission block comprises at least code block.
The code block that cannot be correctly decoded is then stored
into a divided storage space of a buffer, with the storage space
of the buffer being dynamically divided in a unit of code
blocks. Through the above method of dynamically dividing
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the storage space of the buffer in a unit of code blocks, the
issue of correctly decoded code blocks occupying valuable
storage spaces in a conventional solution of dividing the
storage space in a unit of transmission blocks is prevented,
thereby reducing the capacity required by the buffer while
also enhancing utilization efficiency of the buffer.

FIGS. 14 and 15 are a flowchart of a method for decoding
an HARQ transmission block. The method comprises the
steps below.

If a storage space of a buffer is dynamically divided in a
unit of code blocks before obtaining code blocks in a trans-
mission block, the method comprises step S201 but not S203.
If a storage space of a buffer is dynamically divided in a unit
of code blocks after obtaining code blocks in a transmission
block, the method comprises step S203 but not S201.

In step S201, before obtaining code blocks in a transmis-
sion block, a storage space of a buffer is dynamically divided
in a unit of a largest code block. That is, before obtaining the
code blocks in the transmission block, instead of utilizing a
unit of transmission blocks, the storage space of the buffer is
dynamically divided in a unit of the largest code block.

More specifically, in step S201, a first storage space of the
buffer is divided and assigned to a system bit of each code
block, and, according to communication environment condi-
tions, it is determined whether to dynamically divide and
assign a second storage space of the buffer to a verification bit
of each code block. The size of the first storage space is the
size of the largest code block. The verification bit comprises
a first verification bit and a second verification bit.

In step S202, an HARQ transmission block during a down-
link signal transmission is obtained. The transmission block
comprises at least one code block.

A ftransmission block usually comprises 1 to 13 code
blocks, each of which has an own CRC code for checking
whether the code block is corrected decoded, such that some
code blocks in a transmission block are corrected decoded
whereas others are incorrectly decoded.

In step S203, after obtaining the at least one code block in
the transmission block, the storage space of the buffer is
dynamically divided in a unit of code blocks that cannot be
correctly decoded. That is, after obtaining the code blocks in
the transmission block, instead of utilizing a unit of transmis-
sion blocks, the storage space of the buffer is dynamically
divided in a unit of code blocks that currently cannot be
correctly decode.

More specifically, in step S203, the first storage space of
the buffer is divided and assigned to the system bit of each
code block that currently cannot be correctly decoded, and,
according to the communication environment, it is deter-
mined whether to dynamically divided and assign the second
storage space of the buffer to the verification bit of each code
block that currently cannot be correctly decoded. The size of
the first storage space is the size of the code blocks that
currently cannot be correctly decoded. The verification bit
comprises the first verification bit and the second verification
bit.

In step S204, the code block of the at least one code block
that cannot be correctly decoded is stored into the divided
storage space of the buffer. The storage space of the buffer is
dynamically divided in a unit of code blocks. That is, the code
blocks in the transmission block that cannot be correctly
decoded are stored to the divided storage block of the buffer.

It the size of the second storage space is smaller than twice
of' the size of the first storage space, the starting addresses of
the code block stored the first time and the second time in the
storage space of the buffer are recorded to facilitate subse-
quent processes of combining, decoding and speed matching.

30

40

45

10

In step S205, after obtaining the bit of the code transmitted
the third time, the bits of the code block stored from the first
time and the second time are obtained according to the
recorded starting addresses of the code block stored the first
time and the second time in the storage space of the buffer.

In step S206, the obtained bits of the code block stored the
first time and the second time and the obtained bit of the code
block transmitted the third time are combined in a pack buffer
to decode the code block.

In the present invention, an HARQ transmission block
during a downlink signal transmission is obtained, wherein
the transmission block comprises at least code block. The
code block that cannot be correctly decoded is then stored into
a storage space of a divided buffer, with the storage space of
the buffer being dynamically divided in a unit of code blocks.
According to the recorded starting addresses of the code
blocks in the buffer, the previously stored bits of the code
block are obtained and combined with the obtained bit from
the third transmission, and decoding is performed in a pack
buffer. Through the above method of dynamically dividing
the storage space of the buffer in a unit of code blocks, the
issue of correctly decoded code blocks occupying valuable
storage spaces in a conventional solution of dividing the
storage space in a unit of transmission blocks is prevented,
thereby reducing the capacity required by the buffer while
also enhancing utilization efficiency of the buffer. Further, no
bits are discarded and thus no performance loss is resulted.

FIG. 16 shows a block diagram of a device for storing an
HARQ transmission block according to an embodiment of
the present invention. The device comprises a first obtaining
module 101, a storage module 102 and a dividing module
103.

The first obtaining module 101 obtains an HARQ trans-
mission block during a downlink signal transmission,
wherein the transmission block comprises at least one code
block.

The storage block 102 stores the code block of the at least
one code block that cannot be correctly decoded into a storage
space of a buffer. The storage space of the buffer is dynami-
cally divided in a unit of code blocks.

The dividing module 103 divides the storage space of the
buffer in a unit of code blocks. More specifically, the dividing
module 103 divides and assigns a first storage space of the
buffer to a system bit of each code block, and determines
whether to dynamically divide and assign a second storage
space of the buffer to a verification bit of each code block
according to communication environment conditions.

The size of the first storage space is the size of the largest
code block. The verification bit comprises a first verification
bit and a second verification bit.

The size of the second storage space is twice of that of the
first storage space, and the storage space of the first verifica-
tion bit is equal to that of the second storage space.

The sizes of the first verification bit and the second verifi-
cation bit are a half of the size of the first storage space,
respectively.

The device further comprises a recording module, a second
obtaining module, a third obtaining module and a combining
module.

The recording module records the starting address of the
code stored the first time and the second time in the storage
space of the buffer.

The second obtaining module obtains a bit of the code
block transmitted the third time.
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The third obtaining module obtains the bits of the code
stored the first time and the second time according to the
recorded starting addresses of the code block stored the first
time and the second time.

The combining module combines the obtained bits of the
code block stored the first time and the second time with the
obtained bit of the code block transmitted the third time to
decode the code block.

In the present invention, in an HARQ transmission block
during a downlink signal transmission, a code block that
cannot be correctly decoded is stored into a divided storage
space of a buffer, with the storage space of the buffer being
dynamically divided in a unit of code blocks. According to the
recorded starting addresses of the code blocks in the buffer,
the previously stored bits of the code block are obtained and
combined with the obtained bit from the third transmission,
and decoding is performed in a pack buffer. Through the
above method of dynamically dividing the storage space of
the buffer in a unit of code blocks, the issue of correctly
decoded code blocks occupying valuable storage spaces in a
conventional solution of dividing the storage space in a unit of
transmission blocks is prevented, thereby reducing the capac-
ity required by the buffer while also enhancing utilization
efficiency of the buffer.

FIG. 17 shows a block diagram of a device for decoding an
HARQ transmission block. The device comprises a first
obtaining module 201, a storage module 202, a second
obtaining module 203 and a combining module 204.

The first obtaining module 201 obtains an HARQ trans-
mission block during a downlink signal transmission,
wherein the transmission block comprises at least one code
block.

The storage module 202 stores the code block of the at least
one code block that cannot be correctly decoded into a
divided storage space of a buffer, and records starting
addresses of the code block stored the first time and the
second time in the storage space of the buffer. The storage
space of the buffer is dynamically divided in a unit of code
blocks.

After obtaining a bit of the code block transmitted the third
time, the second obtaining module 203 obtains bits of the
code block stored the first time and the second time according
to the recorded starting addresses of the code block stored the
first time and the second time in the storage space of the
buffer.

The combining module 204 combines the obtained bits of
the code block stored the first time and the second time with
the obtained bit of the code block transmitted in the third time
to decode the code block.

In the present invention, an HARQ transmission block
during a downlink signal transmission is obtained, wherein
the transmission block comprises at least code block. The
code block that cannot be correctly decoded is then stored into
a divided storage space of a buffer, with the storage space of
the buffer being dynamically divided in a unit of code blocks.
According to the recorded starting addresses of the code
blocks in the buffer, the previously stored bits of the code
block are obtained and combined with the obtained bit from
the third transmission, and decoding is performed in a pack
buffer. Through the above method of dynamically dividing
the storage space of the buffer in a unit of code blocks, the
issue of correctly decoded code blocks occupying valuable
storage spaces in a conventional solution of dividing the
storage space in a unit of transmission blocks is prevented,
thereby reducing the capacity required by the buffer while
also enhancing utilization efficiency of the buffer. Further, no
bits are discarded and thus no performance loss is resulted.
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While the invention has been described by way of example
and in terms of the preferred embodiments, it is to be under-
stood that the invention is not limited thereto. On the contrary,
it is intended to cover various modifications and similar
arrangements and procedures, and the scope of the appended
claims therefore should be accorded the broadest interpreta-
tion so as to encompass all such modifications and similar
arrangements and procedures.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for storing a hybrid automatic repeat request
(HARQ) transmission block, comprising:

obtaining the HARQ transmission block during a downlink

signal transmission, wherein the transmission block
comprises at least one code block;
storing the code block of the at least one code block that
cannot be correctly decoded to a divided storage space of
a buffer, wherein the storage space of the buffer is
dynamically divided in a unit of code blocks;

recording starting addresses of the code block stored dur-
ing a first time and during a second time in the storage
space of the buffer, respectively;

obtaining a bit of the code block transmitted during a third

time;
obtaining bits of the code block stored during the first time
and during the second time according to the recorded
starting addresses of the code block stored during the
first time and the second time in the storage space of the
buffer, respectively; and
combining the obtained bits ofthe code block stored during
the first time and during the second time with the
obtained bit of the code block transmitted during the
third time in a pack buffer to decode the code block;

wherein, when the storage space of the buffer is dynami-
cally divided in a unit of code blocks before obtaining
the at least one code block, the storage space of the
buffer is dynamically divided in a unit of a largest code
block; and

wherein, when the storage space of the buffer is dynami-

cally divided in a unit of code blocks after obtaining the
at least one code block, the storage space of the buffer is
dynamically divided in a unit of a code block that cannot
be correctly decoded.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the step of
dynamically dividing the storage space of the buffer in the
unit of code blocks comprises:

dividing and assigning a first storage block of the buffer to

a system bit of each code block, and determining
whether to divide and assign a second storage space of
the buffer to a verification bit of each code block accord-
ing to communication environment conditions.

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein a size of the
first storage space is a size of the code block, and the verifi-
cation bit comprises a first verification bit and a second veri-
fication bit.

4. The method according to claim 3, wherein a size of the
second storage space is twice of the size of the first storage
space, and storage spaces of the first verification bit and the
second verification bit are equal.

5. The method according to claim 4, further comprising:

recording starting addresses of the code block stored dur-

ing a first time and during a second time in the storage
space of the buffer, respectively;

obtaining a bit of the code block transmitted during a third

time;

obtaining bits of the code block stored during the first time

and during the second time according to the recorded
starting addresses of the code block stored during the
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first time and during the second time in the storage space
of the buffer, respectively; and

combining the obtained bits of the code block stored during

the first time and during the second time with the
obtained bit of the code block transmitted during the
third time in a pack buffer to decode the code block.

6. The method according to claim 3, wherein a size of the
second storage space is smaller than twice of the size of the
first storage space, and storage spaces of the first verification
bit and the second verification bit are equal.

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein sizes of the
storages spaces of the first verification bit and the second
verification bit are a half of the size of the first storage space,
respectively.

8. The method according to claim 7, further comprising:

recording starting addresses of the code block stored dur-

ing a first time and during a second time in the storage
space of the buffer, respectively;

obtaining a bit of the code block transmitted during a third

time;

obtaining bits of the code block stored during the first time

and during the second time according to the recorded
starting addresses of the code block stored during the
first time and during the second time in the storage space
of the buffer, respectively; and

combining the obtained bits of the code block stored during

the first time and during the second time with the
obtained bit of the code block transmitted during the
third time in a pack buffer to decode the code block.

9. The method according to claim 6, further comprising:

recording starting addresses of the code block stored dur-

ing a first time and during a second time in the storage
space of the buffer, respectively;

obtaining a bit of the code block transmitted during a third

time;

obtaining bits of the code block stored during the first time

and during the second time according to the recorded
starting addresses of the code block stored during the
first time and during the second time in the storage space
of the buffer, respectively; and

combining the obtained bits of the code block stored during

the first time and during the second time with the
obtained bit of the code block transmitted during the
third time in a pack buffer to decode the code block.

10. The method according to claim 3, further comprising:

recording starting addresses of the code block stored dur-

ing a first time and during a second time in the storage
space of the buffer, respectively;

obtaining a bit of the code block transmitted during a third

time;

obtaining bits of the code block stored during the first time

and during the second time according to the recorded
starting addresses of the code block stored during the
first time and during the second time in the storage space
of the buffer, respectively; and

combining the obtained bits of the code block stored during

the first time and during the second time with the
obtained bit of the code block transmitted during the
third time in a pack buffer to decode the code block.

11. The method according to claim 2, further comprising:

recording starting addresses of the code block stored dur-

ing a first time and during a second time in the storage
space of the buffer, respectively;

obtaining a bit of the code block transmitted during a third

time;

obtaining bits of the code block stored during the first time

and during the second time according to the recorded
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starting addresses of the code block stored during the
first time and during the second time in the storage space
of the buffer, respectively; and

combining the obtained bits ofthe code block stored during
the first time and during the second time with the
obtained bit of the code block transmitted during the
third time in a pack buffer to decode the code block.

12. A method for decoding an HARQ transmission block,

comprising:

obtaining the HARQ transmission block during a downlink
signal transmission, wherein the transmission block
comprises at least one code block;

storing the code block of the at least one code block that
cannot be correctly decoded to a divided storage space of
a buffer;

recording starting addresses of bits of the code block stored
during a first time and during a second time in the storage
space of the buffer, respectively, wherein the storage
space of the buffer is dynamically divided in a unit of
code blocks;

after obtaining a bit of the code block transmitted during a
third time, obtaining the bits of the code block stored
during the first time and during the second time accord-
ing to the recorded starting addresses of the code block
stored during the first time and during the second time in
the storage space of the buffer, respectively; and

combining the obtained bits ofthe code block stored during
the first time and during the second time with the
obtained bit of the code block transmitted during the
third time in a pack buffer to decode the code block;

wherein, when the storage space of the buffer is dynami-
cally divided in a unit of code blocks before obtaining
the at least one code block, the storage space of the
buffer is dynamically divided in a unit of a largest code
block; and

wherein, when the storage space of the buffer is dynami-
cally divided in a unit of code blocks after obtaining the
at least one code block, the storage space of the buffer is
dynamically divided in a unit of a code block that cannot
be correctly decoded.

13. A device for storing an HARQ transmission block,

comprising:

a first obtaining module, for obtaining the HARQ trans-
mission block during a downlink signal transmission,
wherein the transmission block comprises at least one
code block;

a storage module, for storing the code block of the at least
one code block that cannot be correctly decoded to a
divided storage space of a buffer, wherein the storage
space of the buffer is dynamically divided in a unit of
code blocks:

arecording module, for recording the starting addresses of
the code block stored during the first time and during the
second time in the storage space of the buffer, respec-
tively;

a second obtaining module, for obtaining the bit of the code
block transmitted during the third time;

a third obtaining module, for obtaining the bits of the code
block stored during the first time and during the second
time according to the recorded starting addresses of the
code block stored during the first time and during the
second time in the storage space of the buffer, respec-
tively; and

a combining module, for combining the obtained bits of the
code block stored during the first time and during the
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second time with the obtained bit of the code block
transmitted during the third time in a pack buffer to
decode the code block;

wherein, when the storage space of the buffer is dynami-
cally divided in a unit of code blocks before obtaining
the at least one code block, the storage space of the
buffer is dynamically divided in a unit of a largest code
block; and

wherein, when the storage space of the buffer is dynami-
cally divided in a unit of code blocks after obtaining the
at least one code block, the storage space of the buffer is
dynamically divided in a unit of a code block that cannot
be correctly decoded.

14. The device according to claim 13, further comprising:

a dividing module, for dynamically dividing the storage
space of the buffer in the unit of code blocks.

15. The device according to claim 14, wherein the dividing
module divides and assigns a first storage block of the buffer
to a system bit of each code block, and determines whether to
divide and assign a second storage space of the buffer to a
verification bit of each code block according to communica-
tion environment conditions.

16. The device according to claim 15, wherein a size of the
first storage space is a size of the code block, and the verifi-
cation bit comprises a first verification bit and a second veri-
fication bit.

17. The device according to claim 16, wherein a size of the
second storage space is twice of the size of the first storage
space, and storage spaces of the first verification bit and the
second verification bit are equal.

18. The device according to claim 17, further comprising:

a recording module, for recording the starting addresses of
the code block stored during the first time and during the
second time in the storage space of the buffer, respec-
tively;

asecond obtaining module, for obtaining the bit of the code
block transmitted during the third time;

a third obtaining module, for obtaining the bits of the code
block stored during the first time and during the second
time according to the recorded starting addresses of the
code block stored during the first time and during the
second time in the storage space of the buffer, respec-
tively; and

acombining module, for combining the obtained bits of the
code block stored during the first time and during the
second time with the obtained bit of the code block
transmitted during the third time in a pack buffer to
decode the code block.

19. The device according to claim 16, wherein a size of the
second storage space is smaller than twice of the size of the
first storage space, and storage spaces of the first verification
bit and the second verification bit are equal.

20. The device according to claim 19, wherein sizes of the
storages spaces of the first verification bit and the second
verification bit are a half of the size of the first storage space,
respectively.

21. The device according to claim 20, further comprising:

a recording module, for recording the starting addresses of
the code block stored during the first time and during the
second time in the storage space of the buffer, respec-
tively;

asecond obtaining module, for obtaining the bit of the code
block transmitted during the third time;

a third obtaining module, for obtaining the bits of the code
block stored during the first time and during the second
time according to the recorded starting addresses of the

40

45

65

16

code block stored during the first time and during the
second time in the storage space of the buffer, respec-
tively; and

a combining module, for combining the obtained bits of the
code block stored during the first time and during the
second time with the obtained bit of the code block
transmitted during the third time in a pack buffer to
decode the code block.

22. The device according to claim 19, further comprising:

arecording module, for recording the starting addresses of
the code block stored during the first time and during the
second time in the storage space of the buffer, respec-
tively;

a second obtaining module, for obtaining the bit of the code
block transmitted during the third time;

a third obtaining module, for obtaining the bits of the code
block stored during the first time and during the second
time according to the recorded starting addresses of the
code block stored during the first time and during the
second time in the storage space of the buffer, respec-
tively; and

a combining module, for combining the obtained bits of the
code block stored during the first time and during the
second time with the obtained bit of the code block
transmitted during the third time in a pack buffer to
decode the code block.

23. The device according to claim 16, further comprising:

arecording module, for recording the starting addresses of
the code block stored during the first time and during the
second time in the storage space of the buffer, respec-
tively;

a second obtaining module, for obtaining the bit of the code
block transmitted during the third time;

a third obtaining module, for obtaining the bits of the code
block stored during the first time and during the second
time according to the recorded starting addresses of the
code block stored during the first time and during the
second time in the storage space of the buffer, respec-
tively; and

a combining module, for combining the obtained bits of the
code block stored during the first time and during the
second time with the obtained bit of the code block
transmitted during the third time in a pack buffer to
decode the code block.

24. The device according to claim 15, further comprising:

arecording module, for recording the starting addresses of
the code block stored during the first time and during the
second time in the storage space of the buffer, respec-
tively;

a second obtaining module, for obtaining the bit of the code
block transmitted during the third time;

a third obtaining module, for obtaining the bits of the code
block stored during the first time and during the second
time according to the recorded starting addresses of the
code block stored during the first time and during the
second time in the storage space of the buffer, respec-
tively; and

a combining module, for combining the obtained bits of the
code block stored during the first time and during the
second time with the obtained bit of the code block
transmitted the third time in a pack buffer to decode the
code block.

25. The device according to claim 14, further comprising:

arecording module, for recording the starting addresses of
the code block stored during the first time and during the
second time in the storage space of the buffer, respec-
tively;
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asecond obtaining module, for obtaining the bit of the code
block transmitted during the third time;

a third obtaining module, for obtaining the bits of the code
block stored during the first time and during the second
time according to the recorded starting addresses of the
code block stored during the first time and during the
second time in the storage space of the buffer, respec-
tively; and

acombining module, for combining the obtained bits of the
code block stored during the first time and during the
second time with the obtained bit of the code block
transmitted during the third time in a pack buffer to
decode the code block.
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